
James N. Decoulos, J. D.
226 Rowley Bridge Rd.
Topsfield, MA 01983

978-609-1089

j ames@decoIawyer. com

May 23, 2023

Lynne Bermudez, Coordinator
Zoning Board of Appeals
Topsfield Town Hall
8 West Common Street

Topsfield, MA

Re: Response to Application for Special Permit by Connemara Farm

Dear Members of the Zoning Board of Appeals:

1 offer the following in response to the Application for Special Permit by
Connemara Farm to conduct a Conference and Event Facility pursuant to the
Zoning Bylaw Article III, Table of Use Regulations 2.17.

1 am opposed to the issuance of a special permit because Connemara Farm is
referred to as an "Outdoor Wedding Venue." My property is approximately 200
feet away from the Connemara Farm property, and my home is approximately
1000 feet away from the large tent open to the environment in all directions
under which it plays loud music at such a volume that I find disturbing.
Conducting these events under a 960 ft.^ open air tent is inappropriate because
it sharply contrasts with other event venues that are conducted within a
building from which the volume of music can be controlled. Connemara Farm
has four buildings totaling 5615 ft.^ in which it may conduct the Conference
and Event Facility.

The relevant purpose of the Zoning By-Law is "to conserve the value of land. . .
The prevention of blight and the pollution of the environment. . . [t]o encourage
the most appropriate use of land. . . [w]ith reasonable consideration to the
character and of the district and to its particular uses. . . [i]ncluding the
making of Topsfield a viable and pleasing place to live, work and play."

Rowley Bridge Road is a scenic road quote from the Topsfield scenic roads page
of the website, "these roads include the earliest byways of the Town and
contribute significantly to Topsfield's rural character. . . ." The 2018 Topsfield
Open Space and Recreation Plan relates that most town residents want to
preserve the rural nature of the Town.




























