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May 1, 2023 
 
Re: Building Inspector of Topsfield 
Camping at fair grounds 
 
Dear Ray Chesley, 
 
 Thank you for meeting with me and our working group on the Soul Fest event at the 
fairground’s office last week. Part of the discussion was around camping at the fair during these 
events. Camping has been going on at the grounds in the past as part of our off-season events. 
The question came up as to how long this has been going on and does it predate the zoning laws 
as it is not allowed in the town’s zoning. I know that events on the grounds have been making 
camping part of their events for a very long time. We have hosted the Boy Scouts who camp 
during the year and vendor camping during the fair each year. Most of the camping occurs in 
campers but tents are also used. Departments in town knew that we were doing camping as they 
have needed to get burn permits and camper inspections for CO detectors. The health dept has 
been on the grounds when these events have been going on with no issue being brought up as 
they were making sure that food vendors had inspection and permits for food. 
 The fairgrounds have been hosting Rolling R.V. Club Caravans, Airstream, and Shasta 
Campers for many years. Antique and Craft shows have had both R.V. camping and tent 
camping as part of their events going back a long time in our records. For many years, the fair 
hosted the Indian Tribes over Memorial Day weekend which also had camping in tents. Other 
groups that have camped on the grounds are the many horse shows that we have hosted with as 
many as 60 or 70 campers and tents on most weekends of the spring and summer. The 
Topsfield Inspection Department has been on the grounds during these events over the years 
when there was a need for a permit or for something else as needed. I personally have been the 
manager for the past 17 years and Al Craig was the manager before me for over 20 years. I am 
sorry to say before that our records get a little hard to follow, and much was done on a 
handshake.  

 I hope this explains what has gone on in the past and I look forward to working with 
you on this in the future. Soul Fest will come and go, but the fair will continue to work with 
your department on any issue that comes up. I do thank you for your time on this matter for the 
fair. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
James O’Brien, CFE 
General Manager, Topsfield Fair 
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