To:

From:

Re:

Robert H. Patton
Green Meadows Farm
656 Asbury Street
Hamilton, MA 01982

203-979-1204 bobpatton@greenmeadows.com

April 21, 2018
Topsfield Board of Selectmen,
Boyd R. Jackson, Chairman

Robert H. Patton,
CEO, Green Meadows Farm, LLC

Update on Patton/Green Meadows Medical Cannabis Proposal

Dear Chairman Jackson,

In advance of the meeting of Topsfield’s Board of Selectmen on Monday, April 23, I wish to
update you with a summary of developments related to our family’s proposal to place a small
wholesale greenhouse facility on our Topsfield property to provide medical cannabis products to
Registered Medical Dispensaries in Massachusetts,

We seek to place a glass-topped four-season greenhouse at the farthest edge of our 40-
acre Topsfield property on the Hamilton town line. Most of the land is conservation-
restricted under Essex County Greenbelt Association; on that land we will continue to
farm traditional crops as we have done for thirty years. On the 6.32-acre unrestricted lot
remaining (and for which we’ve applied for the zoning overlay), we will construct a one-
story greenhouse facility approximately 19,000 square feet in size—an area 1% of our
overall Topsfield property and 6.9% of the unrestricted lot. The structure’s size and
placement will conform to all environmental restrictions.

We will use only the safest, most medically pure, and most eco-sensitive methods in our
cultivation procedures and in the extraction of cannabis oil, which will be conducted
within the greenhouse using, again, the best and safest methods. Strictly a wholesale
supplier, we will have no dispensary on Asbury Street or in Topsfield.

The facility is being designed and its construction managed by the engineering firm, Fuss
& O'Neill (http://www.fando.cont). The company has a top reputation in Massachusetts
and throughout New England for construction projects of every kind. They will design
and construct a facility to the highest standards of safety, regulation, environmental
sensitivity, and visual aesthetics. We will have renderings available for the May 1 Annual
Town Mecting and will provide them beforehand to the Planning Board. Needless to say,
all matters of permit requirements, setbacks, etc., will be strictly adhered to.

State regulations, including those concerning air scent filtration, safety and security,
personnel vetting and hiring, transportation, product control, data management, and much
else will be a priority. We will install a state-of-the-art water retention system to utilize



year-round rainwater to make our facility virtually self-sustaining in its water usage. Our
business and regulatory mandate will be: “beyond compliance.”

*  This development of the property (costing certainly in excess of $3 million) will result in
a significant increase in property taxes paid to Topsfield. In addition, we support a Host
Community Agreement that, starting with our first year of business operation, guaranties
either a $50,000 annual payment to Topsfield or 1.25% of annual gross revenue,
whichever is higher. Once our facility is fully up and running, we anticipate that this will
easily approach and hopefully grow to a six figure annual HCA contribution to Topsfield.

* Through the early course of our local application process, I’ve met with Fire Chief Jen
Collins Brown, Police Chief Evan Haglund, Health Agent John Coulon, Veterans Agent
Dick Cullinan, Town Administrator Kellie Hebert and assistants in her office; as well as
had some separate individual discussions with members of the Finance Committee, the
Planning Board, and the Board of Selectmen. This has been a welcome part of the
process, for we view our project as initiating a newly productive partnership with
Topsfield, its citizens, and its public officials.

° Following the example of my late father, George Patton IV, and my mother, Joanne
Patton, Green Meadows will build on their contributions to the Topsfield community. To
us, this means a responsibility to seek local employees and vendors and to be a charitable
supporter of worthy town projects. Most especially, it inspires us to put special focus on
the needs of military veterans, both as an employer and a supporter of social and health
initiatives in their behalf,

In sum, Green Meadows seeks to provide a medical product that has proven benefit in the
treatment of many illnesses and has recently shown exciting promise in treating PTSD and in
replacing dangerous opioids in the management of chronic pain. At the same time, we look
forward to partnering financially with Topsfield in a way that’s positive and without adverse
impact or strain on the town,

I look forward to attending the Monday BoS meeting and answering further questions if need
be—and later to attending, as a guest, the May 1 Annual Town Meeting with my mother Joanne,
a proud Topsfield resident and participant in our new enterprise at Green Meadows Farm.

Thanks again, Chairman Jackson, for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Robert H. Patton
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