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Topsfield Finance Committee 
Minutes to the Meetings  

Town Hall: COA Activities Room 
(2nd Floor) 

April 22, 2019 
 

I.   Call to Order: Chair Karen Dow called the meeting to order at 7:04 PM with Che 
Elwell, Jon Guido, Mike Hartmann, Eric Menzer (arrived 7:07), and Lou Ross 
present.  Dana Warren was absent.  Also present: Catherine Gabriel, Town 
Accountant; Kellie Hebert, Town Administrator; and Steve Whelan, Town 
Moderator.  Members of the public present:  Eldon Goodhue, Jeanine Cunniff, Jon 
Palace, Martha Saunders, David Larson and approximately two others.  Karen Dow 
announced at 7:04 PM that Jeanine Cunniff was going to make a video recording. 
 

II. Minutes:  Lou Ross made a motion to accept the minutes as amended from April 
8, 2019.  Che Elwell seconded the motion, voted in favor 4-0-1.  Jon Guido abstained 
as he was not present for the meeting. 
 

III. FinCom Model: pre-Town Meeting version:  Mike Hartmann handed out 
V3.0 of the model.  A short discussion followed of any changes.  The amount 
under the levy limit is $46,716.  Karen reported that she has updated the free 
cash sheet with all votes thus far.  The free cash balance is $897,254. 

 
IV.   Planning Board: community care facilities: Jeanine Cunniff, Planning Board, 

discussed Article Thirty-Fourth- Citizen Petition: Amend Zoning By-Law, Article 
III, Section 3.02 Permitted Uses.  The planning board has voted 2-2-1, and a report 
on the vote is being written.  She went on to point out that the petition affects 
three districts.  Lou discussed some of the potential uses of the areas.   

 
By motion of Lou Ross, seconded by Eric Menzer, the Finance Committee 
recommends positive action on Article Thirty-Fourth, Citizen Petition:  Amend 
Zoning By-Law, Article III, Section 3.02 Permitted Uses, voted in favor 4-2-0.  
Discussion:  Finance Committee members discussed the potential uses included 
in the term “community care facility” as well as the densely populated nature of 
the three areas; these areas would not be good locations for these sorts of 
facilities. 
 

V.   Town Meeting Warrant Articles: Assignments and Recommendations: 
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The Committee reserves the right to supersede or modify the following actions 
by future vote. 

 
The Committee briefly discussed Article Twenty-Third, Library Maintenance & 
Roofing Repairs.  The Library Trustees and Trust Fund Commissioners are still 
discussing the possibilities of how to fund the repairs to the library. 

 
By motion of Che Elwell, seconded by Mike Hartmann, the Finance Committee 
recommends no action on Citizen Petition: Adopt General By-Law- Prohibition 
of Wild or Exotic Animals for Entertainment, Article Thirty-Third, voted in favor 
5-1-0. 
 
By motion of Jon Guido, seconded by Eric Menzer, the Finance Committee 
recommends no action on Citizen Petition: Appropriate Free Cash to Debt 
Services, Article Thirty-Fifth, voted in favor 6-0-0.  Discussion:  Finance 
Committee members briefly discussed the implications to Free Cash and to 
Article 36th if Article 35th should pass at Town Meeting. 
 
Karen also mentioned that Finance Committee members should begin writing 
up introductions for the articles that have been assigned to them. 
 
Votes Pending: Special Town Meeting, Articles Second and Third. 
  

VI.     Preparation for 4/30 Town Moderator’s Forum: The Town Moderator’s 
Forum is at 7:30PM, in the Public Hall.  Steve Whelan reported that to date, no 
questions have been submitted.  Any questions pertaining to the Finance 
Committee will be send along to Karen. 

 
VII. Correspondence:  Karen presented the Municipal Advocate Magazine to 

members, as well as the Town Hall Financial Statements. 
 

VIII. Topics not reasonably anticipated by the Chair 48 hours in advance of 
the meeting. none 
 

VIII.  Upcoming Meeting Schedule:  The next meetings of the Committee will 
occur May 7th, at 6:00 PM in the Proctor School Teacher’s Lounge.  

 
X.  Adjourn:  A motion was made by Mike Hartmann to adjourn at 8:21 PM, 
seconded by Lou Ross and voted in favor 6-0-0. 
 
 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Jennifer Davis 
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Attachments:   
1.  Agenda 
2. Model V3.0 
3. STM Article 3rd; transfer of funds 
4. FY20: Possible uses for free cash and FY19 turn-backs 
5.  April 8, 2019 minutes 
 


