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Topsfield Finance Committee 

Minutes to the Meetings 
June 20, 2017 

 
The following action was taken within the joint meeting of the Finance Committee 
and Board of Selectmen. The Finance Committee meeting was called to order (6:11 
pm) and adjourned (6:40 pm) by Finance Committee Chairman Karen Dow and 
Board of Selectman member Mark Lyons.  Che Elwell, Jon Guido, Mike Hartmann, 
Eric Menzer, Lou Ross and Dana Warren (joined late) were the Finance Committee 
members present for the meeting.  Sue Winslow, Secretary to the Board of 
Selectmen maintained Minutes for the Joint Meeting and any Selectmen business 
conducted therein. 
 
 
I. Special Town Meeting Article Recommendations: Chairman Dow stated 

that the Committee reserves the right to supersede or modify the following 
actions by future vote. 

 
By motion of Lou Ross, seconded by Eric Menzer, the Finance Committee 
recommends positive action on the revised amount of $10.4 million and a 
borrow amount of $9.25 million on Water Treatment Facility, Article Third, 
voted in favor 6-0.  Discussion:  The committee and Greg Krom discussed the 
reasons for the increased cost, which reflects the actual bid: inflation and also 
that the design took longer to complete than expected.   
 
By motion of Lou Ross, seconded by Mike Hartmann, the Finance Committee 
recommends positive action on a revised amount of $84,000 on Public Works 
Fire Suppression System Improvements, Article Fourth, so voted 0-6.  
Discussion:  There was a discussion on the source of funding and whether 
funding should be all from Water Enterprise or if costs should be shared with 
the Highway Department. 
 
By motion of Lou Ross, seconded by Che Elwell, the Finance Committee 
recommends no action on Public Works Fire Suppression System 
Improvements, Article Fourth, voted in favor 6-0-1 (Dana Warren abstained).  
Discussion:  The committee, Greg Krom and Phil Knowles determined that 
this article can be postponed until next Town Meeting in May 2018 with 
essentially no delay in the availability of the fire suppression system.  This 
project will be bid separately from the water treatment plant (WTP) and 
managed by the Water Department rather than the WTP general contractor.  
At that time, a suitable division of funding sources can be made.   
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II. Upcoming Meeting Schedule: The Finance Committee will meet on 

Wednesday June 28th at 7:00 pm in the Proctor School Teachers’ Lounge.  
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Jennifer Davis 
 
Attachments: Final Motion: Article Third & Article Fourth. 


