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Topsfield Finance Committee 

    Minutes to the Meetings April 10, 2017 
 

I. Call to Order: Chair Karen Dow called the meeting to order at 7:06 PM with Che 
Elwell, Jon Guido, Mike Hartmann, Eric Menzer, Lou Ross, and Dana Warren present.  
Also present: Catherine Gabriel, Town Accountant; Steve Whelan, Town Moderator.  
Members of the public present: Dick Gandt. 
 
II. Minutes: Che Elwell made a motion to accept the minutes as amended from March 
27, 2017. Lou Ross seconded the motion, voted in favor 6-0-1. Mike Hartmann 
abstained as he was not present for the meeting. 
 
Che Elwell made a motion to accept the minutes as amended from March 29, 2017.  
Lou Ross seconded the motion, voted in favor 6-0-1.  Dana Warren abstained as he 
was not present for the meeting. 
 
III. FinCom Model: pre-Town Meeting version: Mike Hartmann discussed V2.5 of 
the model, dated April 7th; a discussion followed.  He noted that this includes all 
changes as of March 29th. 
 
IV. Town Meeting Warrant Article Assignments: Responsibility for review of 
specific Town Meeting Articles and presentation of them at Town Meeting were 
assigned as listed below. 

 
Annual Town 
Meeting 
Warrant  

Finance 
Committee 
Member 

Article Initials 

  

1 KD 

2 KD 

3 MH 

4 LR 

5 DW 

6 DW 

7 DW 

8 JG 

9 LR 

10 LR 

11 LR 

12 DW 
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13 DW 

14 CE 

15 KD 

16 CE 

17 CE 

18 LR 

19 JG 

20 LR 

21 CE 

22 CE 

23 CE 

24 CE 

25 EM 

26 EM 

27 LR 

28 LR 

29 LR 

30 JG 

31 LR 

32 LR 

33 LR 

34 LR 

35 LR 

36 EM 

37 LR 

38 MH 

39 MH 

40 CE 

41 KD 

  

  

Special Town 
Meeting 

Finance 
Committee 
Members 

Article Initials 

  

1  

2 KD 

3 KD 

4 KD 

5 JG 

6 DW 
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V. Town Meeting Warrant Article Recommendations:  The Committee 
reserves the right to supersede or modify the following actions by future vote. 
 
Dana Warren made a motion, seconded by Jon Guido to modify Article Fifth, 
Masconomet Regional School District- Budget Appropriation, adjusting the 
town’s debt to $289,403, in accordance with the revised letter dated 3/29, voted 
in favor 7-0.  Discussion:  The Finance Committee discussed the decreased 
amount.  There was an error with the calculation of the three towns’ allocations. 
 
Dana Warren made a motion, seconded by Mike Hartmann, to modify Article 
Sixth, Masconomet Regional District – Safety and Security, and to transfer from 
free cash the revised amount of $135,254 as the town’s share as noted in the 
revised letter dated 3/29, voted in favor 7-0. Discussion:  Dana said that he will 
read the Capital Items per the revised letter at Town Meeting.  Finance 
Committee Members discussed that the cost, and therefore the towns’ portion of 
the cost, has decreased. 
 
By motion of Jon Guido, seconded by Eric Menzer, the Finance Committee 
recommends no action on Student Information Management Software for Tri-
Town School Union, Special Town Meeting Article Fifth, voted in favor 7-0.     

 
VI. New Business: Jon and Che reported that they attended a recent Tri-Town 
Action forum.  The forum was held amongst residents to discuss the warrant 
articles. 

 
Karen mentioned that the Finance Committee letter that was mailed out with the 
warrant did not have the correct numbering when referencing warrant articles. 

 
VII. Upcoming Meeting Schedule:  A joint meeting of the Committee and the 
Selectmen will be held prior to the Annual Town Meeting, May 2nd, 2017, at 
6:00PM in the Proctor School Teacher’s Lounge.  The Annual Town Meeting will 
take place on May 2nd in the Woodbury Auditorium at the Proctor School, 
7:00PM. 

 
VIII.   Adjourn:  A motion was made by Dana Warren to adjourn at 8:53PM, 
seconded by Che Elwell and voted in favor 7-0-0. 
 

Respectfully submitted, Jennifer 

Davis 

 
 

 
Attachments:  The Beacon, Senior Scoop, Model V2.5 dated 4/7/17  


