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BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Proctor School Library

Minutes of September 26, 2016
Chairman Lais convened the meeting at 7:30PM.  Board members present, in addition to Chairman J. Stephen Lais, were Selectmen Boyd Jackson, Mark Lyons, Martha Morrison and Laura Powers.  Of the Selectmen’s staff, Town Administrator Kellie Hebert and Board Executive Assistant Susan Sordello were in attendance.  Other persons present during all or part of the meeting were Topsfield Town Clerk, Ann Gill, Topsfield Council on Aging Director, Paula Burke, Health Agent John Coulon, Building Inspector, Glenn Clohecy, Rail Trail Committee members Joe Geller, Roy Baesler and Greg Demers, Council on Aging Board Members Chair Penny Rodgers, Vice Chair Bill Quinn and M. Davis, Yvonne Anderson, Elaine Crippen, and Chris Cotti, also present were residents David Anderson and Dick Gandt as well as Tri-Town Transcript reporter Doreen Burliss.  Topsfield cable was operated by Ben and Maddie Demers.
The Board stood for the Pledge of Allegiance and then observed a moment of silence.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Chairman Lais announced that the meeting was being recorded by Boxford Cable and by the recording secretary.  Chairman Lais also asked if there was anyone in the audience who intended to record the meeting.  
CITIZENS QUESTIONS & COMMENTS:
None heard.
APPOINTMENTS:
7:35 – Topsfield Town Clerk, Ann Gill updated the Board on the new Early Voting Law.

7:40 – Topsfield Council on Aging Director, Paula Burke updated the Board on the progress with the Town Hall Building Committee in planning future COA programming space, current programs at the Emerson Center and an anticipated FY18 budget increase expected for new software.
7:55 – Topsfield Building Inspector, Glenn Clohecy updated the Board on sign and unregistered vehicle violations.  Unregistered vehicle complaint had been resolved and all vehicles removed.  He will send letters seeking voluntary compliance for sign violations.  If no resolution is determined, formal violation notices will go out.  Inspector Clohecy advised that the sign bylaw may need to be reviewed and updated.  
8:05 – Topsfield Health Agent, John Coulon – updated the Board on Fair inspections.  He advised that there would be a public health presence maintained during the entire Fair and that all complaints are followed up.  
GENERAL BUSINESS:
Old Business:
Selectman Morrison made a motion to vote to adopt a Complete Streets Policy for the Town of Topsfield; Further, to submit an application for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts’ Complete Streets Grants Program, seconded by Selectman Powers; so voted 5-0.
New Business:

Selectman Morrison made a motion to vote to appoint Kate Kokko as temporary Board of Health Agent for the Topsfield Fair as requested by the Board of Health and Health Agent John Coulon, seconded by Selectman Powers; so voted 5-0.
Selectman Powers made a motion to vote to accept a $5,150.00 Grant from the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection’s Sustainable Materials Recovery Program, seconded by Selectman Morrison; so voted 5-0.
Selectman Morrison made a motion to vote to accept a $10,000.00 donation from an anonymous donor to be deposited in the Rail Trail Gift Account and to be expended on the Topsfield Linear Common, Rail Trail, seconded by Selectman Powers; so voted 5-0.

Selectman Morrison made a motion to vote to award the contract for the replacement of the Topsfield Linear Common Ipswich River Bridge wing wall to Semper Marine and Diving, Charlestown, MA for an amount not to exceed $49,700.00, seconded by Selectman Powers; so voted 5-0.  
Discussion of request from Rail Trail Chairman Joe Geller to eliminate a parking space on Main Street to ensure safe crossing to and from the Rail Trail.  Town Administrator Hebert recommended utilizing the Complete Streets program to determine the needs for the downtown parking and safety.  Rail Trail committee member, Joe Geller stated that his committee wants the parking space in question eliminated completely, not just turned into a handicapped parking spot.  Rail Trail member Roy Baesler discussed pedestrian safety and sight lines.  Chairman Lais stated that the BOS would like to defer to the Traffic Safety Committee. Further, he stated that he is in favor of a comprehensive look and recommendation by the Traffic Safety Committee and Road Commissioners.  Administrator Hebert offered to check with Town Counsel to see who has authority to eliminate a parking spot.
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:
Town Administrator Hebert updated the Board on the following:

Fire Chief’s intention to retire in December and the process in which to hire a professional Assessment Center to assist with recruitment and hiring.
MSBA School Project – Administrator Hebert met with the Owners Project Manager and school officials to discuss the projects.  Anticipate contract documents for vote and signing at next BOS meeting.
Town Hall Projects – OPM contract finalized and OPM is working on the RFQ for the CM at Risk, relocation RFP being published with bids due by November 9, 2016, discussion of cable needs took place with Brad Sweet and the Town Hall Building Committee.
Community Compact – Forecast & Policies Meeting and Capital Planning kick off were held with department heads.
Traffic Safety Committee – Site visit for Rowley Road is scheduled for October.

Averill Street – Further discussion will be held at the October meeting.

Ambulance Billing Agreement – Meeting with Northeast Ambulance to discuss billing agreement and renewal.  

Comcast Renewal – Negotiations in progress; public hearing will be scheduled.

MINUTES APPROVAL:

Selectman Morrison made a motion to approve the minutes for the September 12, 2016 meeting of the Board of Selectmen seconded by Selectman Powers; so voted:  4-0-1, Selectman Lyons abstained.
Selectman Morrison made a motion to approve the minutes for the September 12, 2016 executive session meeting of the Board of Selectmen and to hold until all issues are resolved, seconded by Selectman Powers; so voted:  4-0-1, Selectman Lyons abstained.
At 8:54 PM, Selectman Powers made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Selectman Morrison; so voted 5-0. 

Respectfully submitted,

Susan D.F.Sordello,
Executive Assistant

Board of Selectmen

Approved as written at the October 17, 2016 Board of Selectmen’s meeting. 

Per the Open Meeting Law, the documents that were either distributed to the BOS before the meeting in a packet, or at the meeting were:
1. Agenda 
2. Thank you note from Town Scholarship recipient.
3. Invitation from the Archdiocese of Boston to attend a Mass honoring public safety personnel.
4. Town Administrator’s Report

Pursuant to the 'Open Meeting Law,' G.L. 39, § 23B, the approval of these minutes by the Board constitutes a certification of the date, time and place of the meeting, the members present and absent, and the actions taken at the meeting. Any other description of statements made by any person, or the summary of the discussion of any matter, is included for the purpose of context only, and no certification, express or implied, is made by the Board as to the completeness or accuracy of such statements.
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