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BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Proctor School Library

Minutes of July 25, 2016
Chairman Lais called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.  Board members present, in addition to Chairman J. Stephen Lais, were Selectmen Boyd Jackson, Mark Lyons, Martha Morrison and Laura Powers.  Of the Selectmen’s staff, Town Administrator Kellie Hebert and Board Executive Assistant Susan Sordello were in attendance.  Other persons present during all or part of the meeting were  Conservation Administrator, Lana Spellman, Conservation Commissioner Sheryl Jolley, Superintendent of Schools Scott Morrison, Asst. Superintendent of Operations Steve Greenberg, School Facility Director Steve Clifford, Chair of the Board of Water Commissioners, Phil Knowles and resident Dick Gandt.  Topsfield cable was operated by Sam Pickell.
The Board stood for the Pledge of Allegiance and then observed a moment of silence.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Chairman Lais announced that the meeting was being recorded by Boxford Cable and by the recording secretary.  Lais also asked if there was anyone in the audience who would like to record the meeting.  Lais then announced that the Board would enter into Executive Session after Regular Session and would not return to Regular Session.
APPOINTMENTS:
Conservation Department Update:
7:48 Lana Spellman gave the Board a quarterly update of the Conservation Commission including commission activities and personnel issues.
CITIZENS QUESTIONS & COMMENTS:
None heard.

GENERAL BUSINESS:
New Business:

Selectman Lyons made a motion to approve on the allocation of funds for the MSBA Proctor School and Steward School Roofing Improvements and Feasibility Study.  The motion incorporated the following statement:  “This is to confirm the Town’s interest in participating in the Massachusetts School Building Authority (“MSBA”) Accelerated Repair Program for the Proctor and Steward Elementary Schools; and in that regard, the Board hereby votes to formally identify and allocate funding sources for the purpose of paying costs of a feasibility study and schematic design for roof repairs and potential roof replacement project, cupola repairs and library HVAC improvements at the Proctor School, located at 60 Main Street, Topsfield, MA, including the payment of all costs incidental or related thereto, and which proposed repair projects would materially extend the useful life of the schools and preserve an asset that otherwise is capable of supporting the required educational program, and specifically acknowledging that the Town may or may not be eligible for a grant from the Massachusetts School Building Authority (“MSBA”) for such purposes; and as funding therefor, to identify and allocate the following funds for this purpose:  

May 2, 2014 ATM Article Twenty-Seventh 
$72,000.00

May 5, 2015 ATM Article Thirty-Second 
$20,000.00

May 5, 2015 ATM Article Thirty-Fourth 

$49,000.00
Such funds to be expended under the direction of the Board of Selectmen in consultation with the Topsfield School Building Committee; further, the Board of Selectmen acknowledges that the MSBA’s grant program is a non-entitlement, discretionary program based on need, as determined by the MSBA, and that any costs to the Town occurs in connection with the feasibility study authorized by this vote may not be reimbursable under the MSBA Accelerated Repair Program, and further, in the event that any portion of the costs of such study are later determined to be reimbursable, any expenses incurred in excess of such grant approved by and received from the MSBA shall be the sole responsibility of the Town.  And, further, to authorize the Town Administrator and the Chair of the Board of Selectmen to work with the MSBA to ensure that the study is prepared in such a manner as to preserve the Town’s eligibility for a construction grant, and to take such additional action related hereto that will facilitate the purpose of this vote.”, seconded by Selectman Powers; so voted 5-0.
Selectman Morrison made a motion to award the contract for the Network Administrator Services to Equitous Technology Solutions, Georgetown, MA in the amount of $18,360.00 at the request of the Library Director, seconded by Selectman Powers; so voted: 5-0.
Selectman Powers made a motion to reappoint Topsfield Town Administrator, Kellie Hebert, as Chief Procurement Officer, seconded by Selectman Morrison; so voted: 5-0.
Chairman Lais led a discussion regarding the annual Holiday Walk.  He explained that he had spoken with Parks and Cemetery (P & C) Commissioner, Steve Mscisz.  P & C is actively recruiting volunteers to help plan the Walk. 
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:
Town Administrator Hebert updated the Board on the following:

Town Hall projects – status.
Easement Request 50 Averill Street – status.

Traffic Safety Committee – update on all open issues.

Topsfield Center Parking – status.

MINUTES APPROVAL:

Selectman Morrison made a motion to approve the minutes for the June 11, 2016 meeting of the Board of Selectmen, seconded by Selectman Powers – amended by Selectman Jackson to include the clarification of a lease agreement for Emerson Field; so voted as amended 4-0-1, Selectman Lyons abstained.
CORRESPONDENCE:
Chairman Lais commented on an employee recognition letter.  He also discussed the letter from the Andrews Farm Water Company.  Water Commissioner, Phil Knowles stated that the Commission is working on the issue and will respond to the request.
At 8:28 PM, Chairman Lais moved to adjourn to Executive Session and stated that the Board would not return to regular session.  In a roll call, the following votes were recorded:


Chairman Lais:

Yes



Selectman Jackson:
Yes



Selectman Lyons:

Yes



Selectman Powers:
Yes



Selectman Morrison:
Yes

Respectfully submitted,

Susan D.F.Sordello,
Executive Assistant

Board of Selectmen

Approved as written at the August 8, 2016 Board of Selectmen’s meeting. 

Per the Open Meeting Law, the documents that were either distributed to the BOS before the meeting in a packet, or at the meeting were:

1. Agenda 
2. June 28, 2016 from Resident, Kathleen Yannetti , complementing the Building Department and BOH.

3. July 11, 2016   from Topsfield Water Department notifying abutters about beaver dam removal.

4. July 05, 2016   from National Grid – contract negotiations.

5. July 11, 2016   from Mark Frampton – P & C Commissioner resignation.

6. July 12, 2016   from COA Chair – Announcement of officers.

7. July 17, 2016   from resident, Joanne Patton, seeking “Blind Driveway” sign.

8. July 14, 2016   from MBTA Advisory Board – Municipal Elections.

9. July 20, 2016   from Douglas Conn – Andrews Farm Water Company

Pursuant to the 'Open Meeting Law,' G.L. 39, § 23B, the approval of these minutes by the Board constitutes a certification of the date, time and place of the meeting, the members present and absent, and the actions taken at the meeting. Any other description of statements made by any person, or the summary of the discussion of any matter, is included for the purpose of context only, and no certification, express or implied, is made by the Board as to the completeness or accuracy of such statements.
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