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BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Proctor School Library

Minutes of July 11, 2016
Chairman Lais called the meeting to order at 7:30PM.  Board members present, in addition to Chairman J. Stephen Lais, were Selectmen Boyd Jackson, Martha Morrison and Laura Powers. Selectman Mark Lyons was absent.  Of the Selectmen’s staff, Town Administrator Kellie Hebert and Board Executive Assistant Susan Sordello were in attendance.  Other persons present during all or part of the meeting were Topsfield Cable operator Ben Demers, Police Chief Evan Haglund, Water Superintendent Greg Krom, residents Dick Gandt and Kim Sherwood.  
The Board stood for the Pledge of Allegiance and then observed a moment of silence.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Chairman Lais announced that the meeting was being recorded by Boxford Cable and by the recording secretary.  Lais also asked if there was anyone in the audience who would like to record the meeting.  Lais then provided a recap of the June 27 and June 28, 2016 work sessions and reminded citizens of the mandatory water ban in effect.
APPOINTMENTS:
Police Department Update
7:35 Chief Haglund discussed the 2016 budget, improvements to the police station, the RECC and gave updates on a recently solved burglary investigation.

CITIZENS QUESTIONS & COMMENTS:
None heard.

GENERAL BUSINESS:
New Business:

Selectman Morrison made a motion to approve an Engineering Services Contract Amendment for $87,138 with Wright-Pierce for the Design of a Water Treatment Facility as requested by the Water Superintendent and authorized by the Water Commissioners, seconded by Selectman Powers; so voted 4-0.
Selectman Morrison made a motion to approve street closure on Main Street and authorize the Annual “Topsfield Fair Parade” to take place on Saturday, October 1, 2016 beginning at 9:00 am as requested by the Essex Agricultural Society, seconded by Selectman Powers; so voted: 4-0.
Selectman Powers made a motion to approve a charity walk on Sunday, September 11, 2016 at noon and to allow a promotional banner to be  displayed downtown from September 1-11, 2016 as requested by the New England Chapter of the Scleroderma Foundation, seconded by Selectman Morrison; so voted: 4-0.
Selectman Morrison made a motion to approve a one-year service agreement between the Town of Topsfield and the Visiting Nurse Association in the amount of $8,750.00 for Fiscal Year 2017 to provide public health nursing services as requested by the Board of Health ; seconded by Selectman Powers; so voted: 4-0.
Chairman Lais stated that a discussion regarding the location of a Registry of Motor Vehicles branch is Topsfield is not needed as parking considerations takes Topsfield out of contention.

120 Hill Street Land Grant had been withdrawn by the Essex County Greenbelt due to the appraisal value.

Selectman Powers made a motion to approve the signing of a service agreement for one year commencing on July 1, 2016 and ending on June 30, 2017, in the amount of $12,000.00 with Richard Cullinan to provide professional assistance related to the administration and implementation of all services associated with the duties of a Veterans Agent/Service Officer for the Town of Topsfield and to allow the Chair to sign; seconded by Selectman Morrison; so voted: 4-0.
Selectman Morrison made a motion to approve a grant agreement between the Town of Topsfield and the Tri-Town Council, a non-profit located at 49 Main Street, Topsfield, MA, in the amount of $20,500.00 for services to be rendered to the residents of Topsfield and approved at Town Meeting; seconded by Selectman Powers; so voted: 4-0.
Selectman Powers made a motion to approve a grant agreement between the Town of Topsfield and SeniorCare, Inc., a non-profit located at 49 Blackburn Center, Gloucester, MA, in the amount of $1,500.00 for services to be rendered to senior residents 60 and over or disabled adults of Topsfield and approved at Town Meeting; seconded by Selectman Morrison; so voted: 4-0.
Selectman Jackson made a motion to approve a lease agreement between the Town of Topsfield and the Congregational Church of Topsfield at 9 East Common Street, Topsfield, MA in the amount of $1,250.00 for a term of twelve months commencing on July 1, 2016 and terminating on June 30, 2017; seconded by Selectman Powers; Selectman Morrison recused herself, so voted: 3-0-1.
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:
Town Administrator Hebert updated the Board on the following:

Comcast renewal is coming up and a public hearing will be scheduled.

Council on Aging Director will start work on July 18, 2016.

Employee performance appraisals have been completed.
Board goals should be established at a future work session.

MSBA School Project - update on funding.

Public Safety updates on Rowley Road and Main Street parking.
Easement request update at 50 Averill Street.
MINUTES APPROVAL:

Selectman Powers made a motion to approve the official minutes for the following meetings of the Board of Selectmen:

May 3, 2016 
Special Meeting with the Joint Finance Committee

May 9, 2016

Regular Business Meeting
Seconded by Selectman Morrison; so voted 4-0.

Selectman Powers made a motion to approve the official minutes for the following meetings of the Board of Selectmen:


May 23, 2016
Regular Business Meeting as amended

Seconded by Selectman Jackson, Selectman Powers abstained; so voted 3-0-1 

Selectman Morrison made a motion to approve the official minutes for the following meetings of the Board of Selectmen:


June 6, 2016 
Regular Business Meeting as amended

Seconded by Selectman Powers; so voted 4-0

Selectman Morrison made a motion to approve the official minutes for the following meetings of the Board of Selectmen:

June 20, 2016
Regular Business Meeting as amended

Seconded by Selectman Powers, Chairman Lais abstained; so voted 3-0-1

Selectman Morrison made a motion to approve the official minutes for the following meetings of the Board of Selectmen:

June 27, 2016
Work Session as amended

June 28, 2016
Work Session
Seconded by Selectman Jackson, Selectman Powers abstained; so voted 3-0-1

Selectman Morrison made a motion to approve the official minutes for the June 20, 2016 Executive Session Meetings of the Board of Selectmen and to hold until all confidential matters have been resolved, seconded by Selectman Powers, Chairman Lais abstained; so voted 3-0-1.

Selectman Morrison made a motion to approve the official minutes for the May 23, 2016 Executive Session Meetings of the Board of Selectmen and to hold until all confidential matters have been resolved, seconded by Selectman Jackson, Selectman Powers abstained; so voted 3-0-1.
At 8:40 PM, Selectmen Powers made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Selectman Morrison; so voted 4-0.
Respectfully submitted,

Susan D.F.Sordello,
Executive Assistant

Board of Selectmen

Approved as written at the July , 2016 Board of Selectmen’s meeting. 

Per the Open Meeting Law, the documents that were either distributed to the BOS before the meeting in a packet, or at the meeting were:

1. Agenda 
2. June  17, 2016 from Essex County Co-Op to the BOS - Customer Appreciation Luncheon

3. June 01, 2016  from Ron Giovannacci - FY17 Fire Department appointments

4. June 15, 2016  from Essex Regional Retirement - funding schedule

5. June 16, 2016  from SeniorCare - annual service report

6. June 17, 2016  from Masconomet RHS - scholarships awarded (3 letters)

7. June 22, 2016  from Topsfield Board of Road Commissioners - re-appointment of Dave Bond

8. June 22, 2016  from Topsfield Board of Water Commissioners - re-appointment of Greg Krom

9. June 24, 2016  from Comcast - new cable packages available

10. June 28, 2016  from Masconomet RHS- appropriations

11. June 20, 2016  from Conservation Commission - meeting agenda and reports

12. June 30, 2016 from Dept. of Environmental Protection - Andrews Farm Water Company, Inc.

13. June 30, 2016  from KP Law - agreement between the Town and Topsfield Animal Shelter

14. July 01, 2016   from KP Law - execution of judgement between the Town and Mark and Ruthann Finn

Pursuant to the 'Open Meeting Law,' G.L. 39, § 23B, the approval of these minutes by the Board constitutes a certification of the date, time and place of the meeting, the members present and absent, and the actions taken at the meeting. Any other description of statements made by any person, or the summary of the discussion of any matter, is included for the purpose of context only, and no certification, express or implied, is made by the Board as to the completeness or accuracy of such statements.
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