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BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Working Session

 Minutes of May 18, 2011
Chairman Laura Powers called the meeting to order at 4:01PM.  Board members present in addition to Chairman Powers, were Martha Morrison, Dick Gandt, Eldon Goodhue and Ken Vogel.  Of the Selectmen’s staff, Town Administrator Virginia Wilder and Board Secretary Donna Rich were in attendance.  
Selectmen Vogel made a motion to go into Executive Session to discuss union contract negotiations; seconded by Selectman Goodhue.  In a roll call vote, a yes vote was recorded for Chairman Powers, Selectman Morrison, Selectman Gandt, Selectman Goodhue and Selectman Vogel.  The Board would return to open session.

At 5:05PM the Board returned to Open Session.
General Business

Old Business: 
Parson Capen House Preservation Project:  The Board discussed the request from the Historical Society relative to waiving all associated permit fees for the Parson Capen House Preservation project, which includes construction of a new dwelling and some renovations to the Parson Capen House.  Past practice for non-profit organizations in Town obtaining a waiver were reviewed.   It was agreed that data should be obtained from the Building Inspector, Glenn Clohecy, to examine past criteria of those buildings that have obtained a waiver for permit fees.
Senate Municipal Health Insurance Reform:  Ms. Wilder distributed the Senate’s proposed version of the Health Care Reform legislation.    
New Business: 
School Brook Drainage:  Selectman Gandt gave a brief overview of the influence of School Brook on ground water in the downtown area of Topsfield and existing issues with a deteriorating culvert that serves School Brook near the Rail Trail.  The Board agreed to allow Selectman Gandt to continue researching potential solutions to this problem.  
Sub-Committee Updates: 

Dog Hearing: Sub-Committee members are Selectmen Goodhue and Morrison.  Ms. Wilder provided a review of the Hearing that took place on May 12, 2011 with Animal Control Officer Carol Larocque, dog owner Stanley DeMartinis and sub-committee members. Selectman Morrison noted that none of the complainants were in attendance at the Hearing.  Ms. Wilder will provide a written detailed report for the sub-committee to review prior to a final decision being made by the full Board. 

Group Homes:  Sub-Committee members are Selectmen Goodhue and Morrison.  Selectman Morrison provided a review of a meeting that was held and attended by neighbors to the May Institute’s Group Home on Perkins Row.  The neighbors shared their concerns with the occupancy of the individuals living there.  The Board discussed the legality of group homes in the Town and what, if any, Special Permits should be issued.  Selectman Morrison noted that the process should include going through Site Plan Review with the Planning Board.  It was agreed that Kopelman & Paige legal counsel Pat Cantor should be requested to submit a written document expressing how the Town should proceed with Group Homes in general.  
Other Issues
Government Review Committee: Chairman Powers began by stating that in one and half years the Board would be looking for a new Town Administrator and the process should begin shortly.  The Chairman noted that a committee should be assembled soon. Ms. Wilder added that the Board should begin to think about what parts of the governmental structure have worked and what they would like to see changed.  
Minutes: 

Selectman Gandt made a motion to approve the minutes of March 14, 2011 as written, seconded by Selectman Goodhue; so voted: 4-0-1.  Selectman Vogel abstained. 
Selectman Morrison made a motion to approve the minutes of March 17, 2011 as written, seconded by Selectman Goodhue; so voted: 4-0-1.  Selectman Vogel abstained. 

Selectman Morrison made a motion to approve the minutes of the Executive Session of March 17, 2011 as written, seconded by Selectman Goodhue; so voted: 4-0-1.  Selectman Vogel abstained. 

Warrants:  The Selectmen signed and approved warrants in the amount of  $ 415,655.83.  The breakdown is as follows:


Warrant  #FY11:

93T

$   77,388.75
93School
$ 221,988.35 
94
            $ 116,278.73
At 6:06 PM, Selectmen Goodhue made a motion to adjourn and Selectman Morrison seconded the motion; so voted: 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Donna Rich, Secretary 

Selectmen’s Office

Approved as amended at the July5 , 2011 Board of Selectmen’s meeting. 

Pursuant to the 'Open Meeting Law,' G.L. 39, § 23B, the approval of these minutes by the Board constitutes a certification of the date, time and place of the meeting, the members present and absent, and the actions taken at the meeting. Any other description of statements made by any person, or the summary of the discussion of any matter, is included for the purpose of context only, and no certification, express or implied, is made by the Board as to the completeness or accuracy of such statements.
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