
Topsfield Planning Board 
October 20, 2009 

 
Chairman Winship called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM. Board members present were 
Robert Winship, Janice Ablon, Gregor Smith, Ian deBuy Wenniger and Jonathan Young. 
Roberta Knight, Community Development Coordinator was also present. 
 
Visitors:  Selectmen Martha Morrison and Dick Gandt; Frank Iovanella, Michael 
McCarron, Heidi Fox, Alan Berry, Brad Latham, Larry Beals. 
 
 
50 Prospect Street:  Chairman Winship noted that stormwater run-off is a major issue of 
concern for the abutters to 50 Prospect Street.  The property is currently under review by 
the Conservation Commission for an Order of Conditions.  Chairman Winship informed 
the members that he would check on the status of the application with Administrator 
Lana Spillman.  Due to the size of the project, the Planning Board most likely would 
review the project under the Stormwater & Erosion Control Bylaw. He requested that the 
members to review the procedures for applicability under the Bylaw. 
 
 
49 Rowley Road SWEC Permit:  Ms. Knight reported that David Bond, the Board’s 
designee under the Bylaw has reviewed the As-Built Plan, performed a site inspection 
and has determined that the infrastructure in place conforms to the plans. 
 
 
Bills:  The Board approved and signed the bill schedule. 
 
 
Minutes:  Member Gregor Smith made the motion to approve the minutes of October 6, 
2009 as amended; seconded by Member Ian deBuy Wenninger; so voted 5-0. 
 
 
New Meadows EHD Special Permit:  The Board reviewed the drafts of the EHD special 
permit and Stormwater & Erosion Control permit decisions which incorporated the 
revisions as of October 6, 2009 meeting and other revisions dated October 20th made by 
Chairman Winship with the Applicant Frank Iovanella and Attorney Michael McCarron. 
Additional clerical and grammatical revisions were made during this review; however the 
revisions were not substantive.  See attached document for specific details. 
 
 
English Commons EHD Project Continued Hearing:  At 9:12PM, Chairman Winship 
called to order the continued public hearing for the English Commons EHD Development 
Project. The Board reviewed the drafts of the EHD special permit and Stormwater & 
Erosion Control permit decisions which incorporated the revisions as of October 6, 2009 
meeting and other revisions dated October 20th made by Chairman Winship with the 
Applicant Alan Berry, Larry Beals and Attorney Brad Latham. Additional clerical and 
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grammatical revisions were made during this review; however the revisions were not 
substantive.  See attached document for specific details. 
 
It was the consensus of the Board that the members were satisfied that sufficient 
information for the project had been received and that public hearing process had 
continued with sufficient time for public input and therefore appropriate to close the 
public hearing process. 
 
Clerk Janice Ablon made the motion to close the public hearing for the English 
Commons Elderly Housing project for the Elderly Housing Special Permit with site plan 
review including the Scenic Overlay Standards and Scenic Road Permit, and the 
Stormwater and Erosion Control Permit; seconded by Member Jonathan Young; so voted 
5-0. 
 
At this time Attorney Brad Latham requested that the Board consider the approval of the 
Stormwater & Erosion Control Permit due to the 60 day appeal period.  The Applicant 
according to the terms of the purchase and sales agreement must close on the property by 
December 31, 2009. 
 
After a short discussion, Member Gregor Smith then made the motion to approve as 
amended the Stormwater & Erosion Control Permit for the English Commons 
Development at 12 Boston Street; seconded by Member Ian deBuy Wenniger; so voted 5-
0. The Board directed Ms. Knight to make the revisions to the permit for signature as 
discussed earlier in the meeting. 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:15 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Roberta M. Knight 
Community Development Coordinator 


