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Topsfield	
  Finance	
  Committee	
  
Minutes	
  to	
  the	
  Meetings	
  

March	
  9,	
  2015	
  
	
  

I.	
  Call	
  to	
  Order:	
  Chairman	
  Lyons	
  called	
  the	
  meeting	
  to	
  order	
  at	
  7:02	
  pm	
  with	
  Heidi	
  
Bond,	
  Eric	
  Menzer	
  and	
  Dana	
  Warren	
  present.	
  Karen	
  Dow	
  and	
  Jon	
  Guido	
  were	
  not	
  
present	
  for	
  the	
  meeting.	
  Kellie	
  Hebert,	
  Town	
  Administrator,	
  Richard	
  Gandt,	
  
Chairman	
  for	
  the	
  Board	
  of	
  Selectmen	
  and	
  Jodi	
  Gibeley,	
  Executive	
  Director	
  for	
  the	
  
Council	
  on	
  Aging	
  arrived	
  at	
  7:00	
  pm.	
  Penny	
  Rogers,	
  Chair	
  to	
  the	
  Council	
  on	
  Aging	
  
arrived	
  at	
  7:15	
  pm.	
  

	
  
II.	
  Minutes:	
  A	
  motion	
  was	
  made	
  by	
  Heidi	
  Bond	
  to	
  approve	
  the	
  minutes	
  from	
  the	
  

March	
  2nd	
  meeting,	
  as	
  amended,	
  seconded	
  by	
  Dana	
  Warren	
  and	
  voted	
  in	
  favor	
  4-­‐
0.	
  	
  	
  

	
  
III.	
  Council	
  on	
  Aging	
  Budget	
  Presentation:	
  Jodi	
  Gibeley	
  spoke	
  for	
  the	
  Council	
  on	
  

Aging	
  relative	
  to	
  a	
  proposed	
  study	
  to	
  be	
  conducted	
  by	
  the	
  Gerontology	
  
Department	
  at	
  UMass	
  Boston	
  for	
  the	
  service	
  needs	
  and	
  interests	
  of	
  senior	
  
Topsfield	
  residents.	
  The	
  project	
  is	
  expected	
  to	
  cost	
  $10,000.	
  The	
  Council	
  on	
  
Aging	
  has	
  filed	
  a	
  Citizen’s	
  Petition	
  for	
  approval	
  and	
  funding	
  of	
  this	
  study.	
  A	
  
discussion	
  was	
  held	
  among	
  the	
  Committee	
  and	
  Jodi	
  Gibeley	
  relative	
  to	
  details	
  of	
  
this	
  study	
  and	
  its	
  likely	
  outcome.	
  	
  

	
  
IV.	
  Drafted	
  List	
  of	
  Warrant	
  Articles:	
  A	
  discussion	
  on	
  the	
  Draft	
  List	
  of	
  Warrant	
  

Articles	
  was	
  held	
  among	
  the	
  Committee	
  and	
  Kellie	
  Hebert,	
  Town	
  Administrator.	
  
A	
  discussion	
  was	
  held	
  among	
  the	
  Committee	
  about	
  certain	
  items	
  in	
  the	
  Draft	
  
Warrant	
  Article	
  List.	
  	
  

	
  
V.	
  Town	
  Hall	
  Finance	
  Team	
  Meeting:	
  Chairman	
  Lyons	
  informed	
  the	
  Committee	
  

that	
  he	
  and	
  Karen	
  Dow	
  had	
  met	
  with	
  the	
  Town	
  Hall	
  finance	
  team.	
  	
  FY	
  2016	
  
Budget	
  Models	
  were	
  discussed.	
  	
  The	
  finance	
  team	
  and	
  Karen	
  Dow	
  will	
  hold	
  
another	
  meeting,	
  or	
  otherwise	
  follow	
  up.	
  	
  

	
  
VI.	
  Masconomet	
  Budget	
  Discussion:	
  Dana	
  Warren	
  gave	
  a	
  summary	
  of	
  the	
  

Masconomet	
  Budget	
  process	
  to	
  date.	
  Dana	
  will	
  remain	
  in	
  contact	
  with	
  members	
  
of	
  the	
  Middleton	
  and	
  Boxford	
  Finance	
  Committees,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  John	
  Spencer	
  of	
  the	
  
Masconomet	
  School	
  Committee.	
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VII.	
  Transfer	
  Requests:	
  Heidi	
  Bond	
  made	
  a	
  motion	
  to	
  approve	
  a	
  request	
  for	
  a	
  
transfer	
  from	
  the	
  Reserve	
  for	
  Wages	
  Fund	
  totaling	
  $30,000.	
  Eric	
  Menzer	
  
seconded	
  the	
  motion	
  and	
  it	
  was	
  voted	
  in	
  favor	
  4-­‐0.	
  	
  

	
  
	
   Dana	
  Warren	
  made	
  a	
  motion	
  to	
  approve	
  a	
  request	
  for	
  a	
  transfer	
  from	
  the	
  

Reserve	
  for	
  Pay	
  and	
  Compensation	
  Study	
  Fund	
  totaling	
  $36,788.	
  The	
  motion	
  was	
  
seconded	
  by	
  Eric	
  Menzer	
  and	
  voted	
  in	
  favor	
  4-­‐0.	
  	
  

	
  
	
   The	
  Committee	
  noted	
  its	
  view	
  that	
  the	
  “extraordinary	
  or	
  unforeseen	
  standard”	
  

does	
  not	
  appear	
  to	
  be	
  applicable	
  to	
  these	
  transfers.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
VIII.	
  Upcoming	
  Meeting	
  Schedule:	
  The	
  Committee	
  will	
  be	
  meeting	
  on	
  March	
  16th,	
  

March	
  23rd	
  &	
  March	
  30th,	
  2015	
  at	
  7:00	
  PM	
  in	
  the	
  Proctor	
  School	
  Teachers’	
  
Lounge.	
  	
  

	
  
XI.	
  Adjourn:	
  A	
  motion	
  was	
  made	
  by	
  Heidi	
  Bond	
  to	
  adjourn	
  at	
  8:15	
  pm,	
  seconded	
  by	
  

Dana	
  Warren	
  and	
  voted	
  in	
  favor	
  4-­‐0.	
  
	
  
Respectfully	
  submitted,	
  	
  
Keelie	
  Winslow	
  
	
  
	
  
Attachments:	
  	
  
Council	
  on	
  Aging	
  Scope	
  of	
  Consulting	
  Services	
  Assessment	
  
Draft	
  List	
  of	
  Warrant	
  Articles	
  FY2016	
  
	
  


