
Topsfield Board of Health Meeting 

April 26, 2007 

 

Board members in attendance:  Sheryl Knutsen, Deb Colbert, Michael Waltermire, Vince Guerra, MD 

BOH Employees:  John Coulon, Health Agent and Patty Dumont, Office Assistant 

Citizens in Attendance:  Marianne Moore, Scott Moore, John Kidd, MD, Isaac Rowe, Kevin McSweeney, 
Matthew Steinel, Judith Jedson, Anne Jedson, Thomas Jedson, Brad Latham, Chuck Johnson, Alan Berry, 
Richard Gandt. 

Mtg called to Order by Sheryl Knutsen:  7:40pm 

Sheryl will chair the meeting in the absence of Bill.  

1. Neve Morin Group, Isaac Rowe:  76 Camp Mtg Rd:  Request another 2-year extension on the validity of 
the perc test for this property.  Historically, the Board has not granted 2 extensions but, given the data 
presented about the perc,, they voted to grant another extension for two years from today.  Motion to 
extend the percolation test data for 2 more years as required by the BOH Regs R:1-2.3, Section 15.  
Unanimous decision. 

2. Judith Jedson:  Spoke as a concerned citizen who is willing to do what is needed to get a vote in favor 
of mosquito surveillance at the upcoming town meeting.  Would like to help raise awareness.  Perhaps 
create a one page article/flyer.  She would hand out at school pick-ups and playgrounds.  Sheryl asked 
if she would be willing to speak at Town Mtg and she agreed.  Focus of flyer is to get turnout at Town 
Mtg.  John & Patty will help her put the flyer together.  There is only 3 school days left before Town Mtg.  
Board expressed their appreciation. 

3. Neve Morin Group, Isaac Rowe:  156 River Rd:  Owner:  Kevin McSweeney.  Would like to put an 
addition on the house by adding a new bedroom to the 3 there already.  Dug 4 deep observation holes 
recently but the ground was too saturated to do perc tests.  Wished to do the perc test in May-ish time 
frame.  Will the BOH extend the perc testing for one month??  Deb made a motion to extend the perc 
testing season until May 24, 2007, given the groundwater conditions this spring (Mar & April were too 
wet).  All perc tests must be done by 5/24/07 for any situation.  Per section 14.  Mike seconded the 
motion.  Sheryl disagreed but it passes due to majority. 

4. Chuck Johnson:  12 Boston Street:  With Brad and Allen Berry.  Chuck has done some research as to 
design flow based on discussion at last mtg.  Gave 3 options.  The first option was the one presented at 
last mtg and requires a variance from the BOH.  The second option is similar to what was done at Great 
Hill.  This also requires a variance from the BOH.  The last option is what would be required if they used 
a 200-gallon design flow per bedroom.    Project would like the BOH to vote for option one.  Option two 
is a compromise and like Great Hill.  This is not here for a vote but the BOH did a census to give the 
group an idea on where they stood.  In general, they like Option B and Option A may be possible as 
well.  Chuck gave the Board an update on his soil testing.  Did not do perc test due to groundwater 
issues.  BOH informed them that there has been an extension for Perc Tests to 5/24/07. 

5. Matt Steinel, PE & Residents:  Moore’s at 118 Main St.:  Their septic system needs a repair and they 
are seeking to clarify the number of bedrooms that should be used to design their repaired system.  A 
review of the previous repair permit on record with BOH (6/23/69) verified that the reapir system at that 
time was designed for a flow rate of 600 gallons per day.  Based on the minimum current Title V design 
flow off 110 gallons per bedroom per day, the BOH determined that existing system would be viewed 
as a 5 bedroom system (600 gallons per day/110 gallons per bedroom = 5.45 bedrooms.  The owners 
are requesting the BOH to rule it as a ‘Repair’ versus ‘New Construction’ (4 to 5 bdrms).  Deb makes a 



motion to recognize dwelling at 118 Main Street as a repair to an existing system and the should be 
designed as a 5 bedroom capacity system.  All voted in favor. 

6. BOH took a short break at 9:10pm and returned at 9:15pm when Sheryl called the meeting to order. 
7. Press Release re:  Mosquito Control – Went out today to Salem evening news.  On Monday, will go out 

to all the other email contacts we have.  Town Meeting Amendment Form – need to write up a succinct 
amendment and present it at town mtg and get a vote to accept the amendment.  Need to emphasize 
that the BOH is recommending this because of the health & safety of the residents of the town.  It is 
disease control not nuisance control.  Add link to Warrant Article to press release.  Bring Triple E Map 
to town mtg and post it there.  The Amendment will cover the cap on the money.  Who will write this??  
Bill needs to call John and review rules relative to amendment.  Helpful to have a sample contract on 
what the $45,000 would include.  John to get this from Walter for the Town Mtg.  John to ask Walter if a 
cap on the amount is legal??  It was decided that Dick Gandt would write the Amendment and email it 
to Sheryl.  Deb gave John some talking points. 

8. 37 Gail Street:  John Coulon showed the Board a letter from Evans Law Assoc. requesting an 
extension of the perc test results for 2 years.  Resident is ‘Gangi’.  Deb made a motion to grant the 
relief requested in the letter.  Michael seconded it and it was then unanimous. 

Mike vote to go to Executive Session and Sheryl seconded it and all were in favor.  Adjourn regular 
meeting and go to Executive session at 9:30pm. 

Sheryl voted to come out of Executive Session at 11:20pm and it was unanimous. 

9. 4 North Common Street (Mill River/Martino):  Abutters were not notified so it could not be on this 
agenda.  Being determined who is responsible for notifying abutters.  He will be on the agenda for next 
BOH meeting.  Must be mailed by 5/8/07.  Mike W. suggested that abutters need not be notified 
because there are no new variances.  John will ask DEP (Claire Golden). 

10. Sheryl made a motion that Public Sector partners do the billing for the Flu shots reimbursements.  They 
will keep 10% but it is better than not getting it done at all.  It was seconded by Deb and unanimously 
accepted. 

11. Billing Schedule distributed to obtain signatures. 
12. Vince Guerra will come and sign Payroll each Wednesday.   Need to send him an email reminder. 

Deb made a motion to adjourn and Sheryl seconded it and it was unanimous.  Adjourned at 11:58pm. 

 

Approved as written at the February 28, 2008 Board of Health Meeting. 

 


